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City builds affordable homes for single mothers
CHELSEA POWRIE photo
Mayor Gregor Robertson says the city is starting a trend to pair public spaces with housing.
By CHELSEA POWRIE
V
ancouver Mayor Gregor Robert-
son hosted a press conference on 
Monday to officially announce 31 
units of YWCA affordable hous-
ing to be built above Fire Hall No. 5, 
currently under construction in South 
Vancouver.
The YWCA Pacific Spirit Terrace, 
will focus on providing places for moth-
er-led families in need. Prior to this 
project, Vancouver has seen other 
YWCA projects partner with public 
buildings, including the new Strathco-
na library. The units in this latest build-
ing will cost between $500-980 per 
month. 
The YWCA has currently raised 63 
per cent of its $3.75 million contribu-
tion.
One of the main donors to the pro-
gram is the Pacific Spirit Foundation, 
whose director Peter Muench was also 
at the press conference. 
He said the foundation was drawn to 
the project for its dedication to empow-
ering and helping women.
“It’s no secret that Vancouver is one 
of the best places on earth. But it’s also 
no secret that it can be tough to build a 
life here, specifically for those coming 
from a mother-led household,” Muench 
said.
Kavitha Cariappa was one such 
mother. She used YWCA affordable 
housing facilities as a young single 
mother of two, and said that knowing 
she could provide a safe home for her 
children gave her the confidence to go 
back to school and start a new career. 
“The YWCA has given me hope. 
They have built my life,” Cariappa said. 
“I am a living example of their pas-
sion and the commitment they have 
put in.”
Robertson said Vancouver’s ap-
proach to pairing affordable housing 
with public spaces has garnered inter-
national attention.
“I have had calls from other mayors 
from around the world asking about 
Vancouver’s new approach,” Robert-
son said. 
“It’s a trend that we are starting, and 
we are having an uptick in lots of ques-
tions from leaders around the world.”
The YWCA Pacific Spirit Terrace is 
expected to be completed in the sum-
mer of 2018.
“I am a liv-
ing exam-
ple of their 
passion 
and the 
commit-
ment 
they have 
put in
KAVITHA 
CARIAPPA
MOTHER
Shelter above fire hall
B.C. only 
for rich: 
BCFED
By CAITLIN O’FLANAGAN
The president of the B.C. Federation of Labour delivered a passionate speech about the future of the 
province at the opening of their 57th 
convention. 
Irene Lanzinger’s opening address, 
which drew a standing ovation, kicked 
off a week of forums, workshops and 
speeches about labour in the province. 
Founded in 1910, the BCFED is respon-
sible for organized labour, with over 
500,000 members and 1,200 local unions. 
She is concerned that B.C. is steadily 
becoming a province where only the 
wealthy will be able to live. She is also 
adamant the government needs to 
make working-class families a priority 
and raise the minimum wage. 
“We have a government in B.C. that’s 
not on our side, a government that 
doesn’t care about working people. We 
have a premier who puts the interests 
of the rich and powerful first and the 
needs of ordinary people last.” 
Sherry Parkin, who works in occupa-
tional health and safety, attended her 
first convention in the early 70s. Re-
cently “dumped” by her union, Unifor, 
Parkin has felt huge support from 
Lanzinger and others on the picket 
line. “I actually came here to offer up 
solidarity and thank you to the various 
places that have supported us and to 
hear Irene,” Parkin said. 
There was an overall sense of unity 
amongst the union members in atten-
dance, who were all loud and support-
ive throughout Lanzinger’s speech. 
“We must respond to this kind of 
politics and our response has to be to 
build a movement that fights for every 
single member of the working class 
and the poor,” Lanzinger said. “A move-
ment that vigorously engages in the 
battle against racism, sexism, ableism, 
homophobia, transphobia and xeno-
phobia.”
The conference takes place at the 
Vancouver Convention Centre West 
from Nov. 28 to Dec. 2.
Labour chief warns that 
the divide is widening be-
tween the rich and poor 
	 The BCFED repre-
sents over 500,000 
members from 
unions throughout 
British Columbia
	 There have been two 
organization’s under 
the same name. 
The first one was 
founded in 1910 to 
seek change in pron-
vincial legislature
	 The second one took 
the name in 1956, by 
the two main labour 
groups at the time.
Source: http://bcfed.ca
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Shoppers 
bypass 
stores for 
online sales 
Cyber Monday sales have 
increased online traffic as 
shoppers prefer clicks over 
line-ups
By LAUREN BOOTHBY
An increasing number of Vancou-ver residents are forgoing busy shopping malls in favour of a 
more relaxed shopping experience.
Previously only an American phe-
nomenon, Black Friday has become 
more popular in Canada. Recently, 
those searching for sales look to find 
an online equivalent on the following 
Monday, being called Cyber Monday. 
Cyber Monday is has become in-
creasingly popular in recent years with 
more people opting to shop online rath-
er than standing in long line-ups at 
stores.
Andrew Feig, manager at the Gran-
ville Island Toy Company said business 
has been picking up at his store since 
the weekend.“With the whole Black 
Friday rush, people were definitely 
out-and-about shopping,” he said.
Feig said that a notable change this 
year has been an increase traffic for 
the online store.
“We are seeing 
a pretty steady in-
crease in sales on 
our website. The 
sales had been 
picking up pretty 
gradually, and 
then all of the sud-
den it’s become 
really busy,” he 
said. 
“We have to 
staff for [online 
orders] in particular now.”
Shivany Shivany, a computer science 
student at Langara, said that she pre-
fers buying some products online. 
“You don’t have to go out, and you 
can have some free time at home,” she 
said. “I can read the reviews online.”
But not everyone is comfortable with 
online shopping. Alexandra Polo, a po-
litical science student at Langara, does 
not feel safe using her credit card on-
line.
“I don’t really trust online shop-
ping,” she said. “I’m from Italy so it’s 
not really safe to shop online. It’s be-
cause sometimes they will steal your 
money, or the things you buy are not 
really high quality, so that’s why I don’t 
shop online.”
Polo prefers to shop in person with 
cash or debit.
“I [can] see the product as well, and I 
see the quality of the product and the 
material,” she said. “Sometimes when 
you buy online the size may not be 
right or the quality may not be good.”
ANDREW FEIG
Manager of the 
Main Street  
Granville Island 
Toy Company
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Rental maRket woes.....................................7
The Voice investigates Vancouver’s cutthroat rental market
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Activists, advocates, city officials and police representatives met at ISSofBC on Monday. Insert: Doris Rajan, a director at IRIS.
Groups focus on policy change for those who slip through the cracks
By MELANIE GREEN
Activists, advocates, city officials 
and police representatives came to-
gether at a meeting yesterday to com-
bat structural violence against women 
and those with intellectual and psychi-
atric disabilities. 
Doris Rajan, the director of social 
development at the Institute for Re-
search and Development on Inclusion 
and Society, spearheaded the meeting 
after receiving federal funding for the 
innovative project. The four groups at 
the meeting had different frameworks 
for identifying challenges, but all 
agreed the conversation was neces-
sary.
“Certain groups of women are not 
being understood in the context of op-
pression. The methodology is specific. 
We already know it’s bad, we just need 
to do the work to affect policy change,” 
she said, adding the project was not for 
research or to raise awareness
The project will span across four cit-
ies — Vancouver, Toronto, Regina and 
St. Johns — over the next three years. 
Rajan hopes the sites can be seen as 
models, recognizing that each city fac-
es unique challenges. 
Rajan was compelled to take action 
by the story of a migrant woman who 
saw her husband, two young children 
and father murdered and realized that 
mainstream services could not meet 
her needs when she sought refuge in 
Canada. 
According to Rajan, the migrant 
woman, who has profound trauma that 
requires different support, is only one 
of many that slip through the cracks.
Jacques Courteau, member of the 
City of Vancouver’s Persons With Dis-
abilities Advisory Committee, person-
ally believes that the structures in 
place are not made to handle complex 
multifaceted problems. He added that 
the goal of the initiative is to get the at-
tention of the government and find the 
right ‘entry points’ to provide needed 
services.  
“Being aware of the issues is one 
thing, but doing enough, and funding, 
will always be an issue. It’s about hav-
ing a global strategy and using our 
committees to integrate,” he said.
Lorie Seay, local coordinator for the 
project, quickly recognized the need 
for access to services and experience 
at the structural level.
Seay said the aim is to influence pol-
icy by having federal conversation. 
SOGGY OCTOBER
It rained a record-break-
ing 28 out of 31 days this 
past October, making it 
Vancouver’s rainiest 
October since 1985.
SOGGIEST DAYS IN 
NOVEMBER
Nov. 3: 26 mm
Nov. 5: 20 mm
Nov. 22: 28 mm
Nov. 26: 31 mm
Nov 27: 25 mm
Source: (twitter)
@ECCCWeatherBC,
accuweather.com
RAINY
records
By BALA YOGESH
Students are feeling the effects of the continuous rain in Vancouver as their mood deterioriates in the 
darker months. 
Rain has fallen on Vancouver almost 
every day for the last two months. The 
weekly rainfall data chart shows that 
rainfall has exceeded 30 mm in six of 
the last eight weeks. The forecast sug-
gests that the pattern will continue for 
in the next month.
Karan Raj Singh, an accounting stu-
dent at Langara, said the rain is affect-
ing his mood.
“Whenever I wake up and I see sun, I 
am eager to go out. When I see rain, I 
don’t want to go out at all, and some-
times I cancel my plans because of the 
rain,” said Raj Singh.
Rain has been forecasted for 18 days 
and snowfall for seven days over the 
month of December.
Naoko Shimogaki, a biology student 
at Langara, said that she doesn’t appre-
ciate the rain. 
“It affects my mood; I don’t feel ac-
tive during the days,” Shimogaki said. 
“I just have rain boots, and I use an um-
brella. I’m doing my best to stay dry. It 
doesn’t make much difference, as the 
rains affect me a lot.”
Langara instructor Phil Mentacos 
said the rain can affect students in 
their studies.
“Just going on idea that grey weath-
er and ongoing rain, people find it de-
pressing. I would imagine that it would 
also affect their 
ability to get 
their work done 
and do well in it. 
So there’s a cor-
relation,” Men-
tacos said.
Akash Mehe, 
student at Lang-
ara said the 
rains are mak-
ing it hard to get 
to school.  
“It is hard to 
commute. Some-
times you forgot 
the umbrella 
and even with 
the umbrella, 
sometimes it is 
raining hard and 
your shoes get 
wet.”
CHANDLER WALTER photo
Raincoats and umbrellas are student essentials.
The dark and dreary past 
two months leave students 
sluggish and affects their 
school work
Most marginalized to get help
Insane rain drains student brains
Food banks 
seek healthy 
options
By MICHELE PAULSE
Being better at providing nutritious food to members is one of the key points the Greater Vancouver 
Food Bank highlighted in its 2016 com-
munity report. 
BCfresh, a coalition of farmer’s asso-
ciation, supplies the food bank with 
produce. However, the food bank wants 
to increase the amount of fruits and 
vegetables it distributes because the 
quality of food affects health. 
“As a food bank, we have an obliga-
tion to be aware that there is a correla-
tion between poverty and poor health,” 
the food bank said in its report. 
“Food at food banks historically has 
not been the healthiest of foods, a lot of 
canned food, not very much healthy 
fruit and vegetables and I know they’re 
trying to transition to provide more nu-
tritious food,” said Trish Garner, a 
community organizer at the BC Pover-
ty Reduction Coalition. 
Community organizations act as 
drop off points for the food bank and 
because they don’t have the means to 
refrigerate perishable food, the food 
bank does not accept fresh fruit and 
vegetables from them. 
Jennifer Takai, a program worker at 
Kerrisdale Community Centre, said the 
organization mostly receives dona-
tions of pasta and canned food because 
“[the food bank] only take[s] non-per-
ishable [food].”
“The food bank has relationships 
with farmers in the Okanagan and the 
Fraser Valley and is focussing more on 
the quality of food it can over so that its 
members can healthy choices,” the 
community report said.
Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House 
collects food at the food bank once a 
month for its members to use on an 
emergency basis.
“There’s always perishable food to 
choose from,” said Eva Aboud, commu-
nity outreach and food security coordi-
nator at Frog Hollow.
“It could be a box of apples, a box of 
potatoes, to a box of butternut squash, 
or all three at the same time,” Aboud 
said. 
Aboud added that the amount of 
fresh food the food bank provides has 
increased in recent years.“It’s amazing 
now.”
2016 report highlights need 
for more nutritious fruits 
and vegetables for food 
bank users
“Certain 
groups of 
women are 
not being 
understood 
in the 
context of 
oppression
DORIS RAJAN
INSTITUTE FOR 
RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT ON 
INCLUSION AND 
SOCIETY
Campus news 3
By CHELSEA POWRIE
Students on Langara College cam-pus should keep their eyes peeled for Ollie the Elf for the next two 
weeks to potentially win some prizes 
from The Hub. 
Starting today, Ollie the Elf will be 
hiding in a new location at the college 
each day until Dec. 9. To play the game, 
students will check The Hub’s Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram accounts in 
the morning to find the cryptic photo-
graph of Ollie doing something that 
provides a hint as to his location. More 
hints will be provided throughout the 
day, if need be.
Also known as the Elf on the Shelf, 
Ollie the Elf is a figurine that some par-
ents use as a representative of Santa 
Claus in their households over the holi-
days. Langara’s Ollie won’t be watching 
for bad behaviour, though — he’s only 
around to spread some cheer and help 
students get through exam season.
“Ollie’s meant to bring a bit of a 
break from those studies. He’s meant 
to help you engage with your college 
community, maybe see a new depart-
ment you haven’t before,” said Maggie 
Stewart, coordinator of the Hub’s vol-
unteer program. “Then if you find him, 
bring him back to the Hub for a prize.”
Alisha Samnani, an officer with stu-
dent engagement programs who is in 
charge of hiding Ollie this year, remem-
bers playing the Ollie game two years 
ago when the Hub first introduced it.
“I’ve been reading the comments on 
Facebook from the first time it was 
done, everyone writing ‘Where was he? 
Oh my god I walked right by him!’” 
Samnani said. “I never won. I was too 
slow.”
Sarah van Baarsen, general studies 
student, just heard about Ollie the Elf, 
and though she thinks it’s a great way 
to spread festive spirit before exams, 
she probably won’t participate.
“I’m too busy to look for it!” van 
Baarsen said.
Diana Nguyen is only on campus for 
one class, but she’s intrigued by Ollie. 
“I’ll probably check it out on Insta-
gram, it’s an interesting concept. If I 
have spare time, I’ll totally do it,” Nguy-
en said.
By BALA YOGESH
Langara students say Air Canada’s new direct service from Vancouver to Delhi is a great time-saver but is 
still too expensive. 
Last month, Air Canada launched a 
new direct service connecting Delhi 
and Vancouver with thrice-weekly 
flight service that will run until April. 
Student Subhpreet Singh, a comput-
er science student, is heading home 
this winter, but he said it’s still too ex-
pensive to use Air Canada. 
“The price of that ticket is higher 
than the one which 
I’m going through,” 
Singh said. 
“I booked in 
Eastern China. The 
price of my ticket is 
$755.”
Before the new 
direct flights were 
launched, Vancou-
ver passengers had 
to make one or two 
stops before reach-
ing Delhi. 
Sanchit Sachde-
va, another student 
from India, said it’s 
good for the Indian 
community to have 
the direct flight, 
which passengers 
can easily access 
from Vancouver 
and surrounding 
areas. 
“I think this new 
flight is good for 
people, good for in-
ternational stu-
dents and anyone who wants to go back 
home,” Sachdeva said. “It’s a direct 
flight and they can reach home in 
shorter time as compared to other 
flights.” 
The direct service takes only 14 
hours and 10 min-
utes. That makes it 
the fastest flight 
time to Delhi from 
anywhere on North 
America’s west 
coast. 
The fastest one 
stop flight takes 20 
hours. 
Air Canada said 
the introductory 
prices for a return 
trip is $999, includ-
ing tax. 
C h a r n d e e p 
Singh, who is also 
from India and studying at Langara, 
said the fares remain too expensive for 
international students who have to pay 
higher tuition fees than local students.
The cheapest one-stop transit found 
online was at $1,291 including taxes for 
a China Eastern Airlines Flight. Air 
Canada flights within that same time-
frame of Dec 25 – Jan 16 costs $2,619.
Singh said while business travellers 
may benefit the most from a direct 
flight, students can’t afford the conve-
nience. 
“As a student, I don’t think I will be in 
a hurry to go home in a day as I spend 
years and years [waiting] to see my 
parents,” he said. 
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By KRISTYN ANTHONY
T
he Hub at Langara was busy 
Monday morning as students 
were invited to build their own 
wellness kits to combat the 
stress of exam week. 
Volunteers from Langara’s office for 
student engagement set up in the foy-
er of Building A where students lined 
up to receive a selection of donated 
items – everything from razors and 
deodorant to condoms and chicken 
soup. 
Maggie Stewart is the co-ordinator 
of VOLT, part of the team behind yes-
terday’s giveaway. Now in its second 
year, she said the program is getting 
more popular every year.
“The kits are made up of 20 or so as-
sorted items related to wellness,” 
Stewart said. “Everything that should 
keep you nice and safe and well during 
the exam season.”
This year Tampax and Gillette re-
turned as sponsors while Secret and 
Old Spice chipped in for the first time. 
The hot ticket item, however, was the 
hand held stress balls, designed with 
emoji faces.
“We’re just really grateful to have 
the support to make this possible,” 
said Stewart.
Lisa Alkaff, a social service worker 
student was at the front of the line, 
where she said many students were 
thankful for the free loot. 
“I’m feeling stressed and a bit over-
whelmed and any little thing helps,” 
she said. “I think it’s a really great 
program to help students take the 
edge off a little bit.”
Nursing student Selina Do stopped 
by with a group of friends on their way 
to study for an exam. She said they 
weren’t aware of the event, but were 
happy to have stumbled upon it.
“We’re all stoked, but I’m the most 
excited for the tissues. I have a runny 
nose right now, so these will be help-
ful.” 
CHECK OUT THE VIDEO at langaravoice.ca
Free goods to ease stress
Students made their own wellness kits to prepare for the exam week
KRISTYN ANTHONY photo
The kits created by the students could have everything from deodorants and tissues, to chicken soup and stress balls. 
“I’m feeling 
stressed 
and a 
bit over-
whelmed 
and any 
little thing 
helps
LISA ALKAFF
STUDENT
Get clues, spot the elf, win a prize
The Hub at Langara is en-
couraging students to play 
a fun game to help relieve 
stress of the exams
CHELSEA POWRIE photo
On the left, Ollie the Elf. On the right, Maggie Stewart, coordinator of The Hub at Langara. 
Air Canada 
option too 
pricey for 
students 
Instead of paying more for 
a direct flight from YVR 
to New Delhi, students are 
choosing other companies
“The price 
of that 
ticket is 
higher 
than the 
one which 
I’m going 
through
SUBHPREET SINGH
Computer science 
student
1	 Cheapest currently: 
one stop, China 
Eastern, $ 1,291
2	 More expensive: 
direct, Air Canada,  
$ 2,619
Source: flighthub.com
FLIGHT
options 
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By ALYSE KOTYK
This weekend, the annual German-style Vancouver Christmas Market opened in its new home at Jack 
Poole Plaza.
“The new location can hold 5,300 
people, with the average is about 1,000 
at a time,” said Malte Kluetz, Vancou-
ver Christmas Market founder and 
president.
In spite of the rain, many came to try 
German cuisine, drink glühwein — a 
hot, spiced mulled wine — and to check 
out the collection of vendors. Krysten 
Snelgrove has been to the market ev-
ery year since it first opened in 2010.
“It’d be nice if it wasn’t raining, but it 
doesn’t feel as cramped,” she said 
about the new space. “It’s not as crowd-
ed as before.”
Kluetz said the market had out-
grown its previous location near the 
Queen Elizabeth Theatre. Now there is 
an additional 20,000 square feet of 
space and can accommodate nearly 
2,000 more guests and 18 more vendors. 
“It’s the most iconic place in Vancou-
ver so we’re really excited,” he said. 
“Thanks to the bigger space we can fi-
nally include a couple things we’ve had 
planned for quite some time.” 
One of these additions includes the 
Alpine Haus, a heated, covered tent 
where visitors can escape Vancouver’s 
wet weather. Kluetz was particularly 
excited about the new 23-foot tall tradi-
tional German Christmas pyramid: a 
Christmas tree with wooden sticks tied 
at the top and decorated with orna-
ments and candles.
Charmain Lardner, a vendor in The 
Nutcracker House is returning for her 
fourth season at the market, said she 
liked the new location. 
“I love it. The spacing for the custom-
ers is absolutely fantastic,” she said. 
“The new assortment of vendors adds 
a nice cinnamon spice to it.”
The Christmas market will run daily 
until Dec. 31, except on Christmas Day. 
CHERYL WHITING  photo
A lighted walkway in the Enchant Christmas Light Maze. The event runs every Wednesday-Sunday nights at 4-10 pm, until Dec. 31.
Enchant Christmas Light Maze takes inspiration from corn mazes
Market vendors love new home at Jack Poole Plaza
ALYSE KOTYK photo
Canadian musicians Paul Filek (right) & Co. play covers of hit songs at the 
opening weekend of the Vancouver Christmas Market.
“The 
spacing for 
the 
customers 
is 
absolutely 
fantastic
CHARMAIN LARDNER
Nutcracker House 
vendor
Vancouver’s a-mazing gaze
“Seeing 
Santa 
after I 
went 
through 
the icicle 
lights was 
really cool
KYANAN WRIGHT
VISITOR
By CHERYL WHITING
W
hat’s being touted as the 
world’s largest light maze 
had its origins in a humble 
children’s story.
The Enchant Christmas Light Maze 
and Market, an outdoor instalment of 
over 5,100 sq. metres of illuminated 
sculptures, from Christmas trees to 
reindeer, opened Nov. 24 in Vancouver.
The maze is the creation of Kevin 
Johnston, who owns Shine Lighting 
Group, a Christmas lighting company 
in North Vancouver.
Johnston dreamed up the story, in 
which Santa’s reindeer are lost in a 
snowstorm and the children must go 
find them. His wife later published it as 
a children’s book, and Johnston trans-
formed the idea into his maze.
Johnston said his company decided 
to do a show of their own after doing 
mall displays for years.  
“Originally we were planning on 
more like a corn maze with lots of 
walls,” said Johnston. “You could actu-
ally get really lost in it but then the city 
didn’t like the idea of people getting too 
lost and so we had to create a more 
simplistic version.” 
There’s also a Christmas market 
place, food trucks as well as a small 
pop up bar with live music.       
Jennifer Ho brought her four-year-
old and her one-year-old children last 
Thursday night, and she said she was 
happy to come out despite the rain.
“They have to find the reindeer so 
they came for the reindeer,” said Ho. 
“They found them all. I think it would 
be better if it wasn’t raining. I will come 
back next year but will check the fore-
cast first.”
Kyanan Wright, 22, came with his 
mom. 
“It was really nice to actually see a 
maze with lights but it’s not a maze 
where you actually get lost so I was a 
little bummed out,” said Wright. “See-
ing Santa after I went through the ici-
cle lights was really cool,” he said. “I 
think anyone can go and appreciate 
Santa.”
Pop-up library 
checks out for 
this year
Burnaby Public Library 
will bring the book-sharing 
event back in January
New Christmas market 
location now bigger to 
accommodate more guests, 
vendors than old venue
By CLARE HENNIG
The Burnaby Public Library set out to do 60 community outreach events this year for their 60th an-
niversary and ended up doing nearly 
80, the last of which was a ‘pop-up’ li-
brary at Wesburn Community Centre 
yesterday.
Kelsey Jang, a community outreach 
librarian, said making the library’s ser-
vices and resources more readily avail-
able to the public is a priority. At the 
pop-up library, people can borrow or 
browse through books without having 
to commute to one of the branches.
“We realize that it’s hard for people 
to get out into the libraries,” Jang said. 
“There are a lot of people who aren’t 
able to get to the libraries easily from 
this area, especially families with 
young ones.”
This is the third time this year the 
library has partnered with Burnaby 
parks, recreation and cultural services 
to host a morning of children’s activi-
ties, such as a craft table and build-
your-own-playground, with the pop-up 
library. 
Laura Meehan, a community recre-
ational leader at the centre, said the 
initiative is designed to bring the com-
munity together.
“It’s essentially to give people a 
place to come and meet each other and 
create a space to see what services the 
city has,” said Meehan. 
Alda Llabani, who came with her 
four-year-old daughter, said she enjoys 
the event because it’s a chance to do 
something different and meet new peo-
ple. 
Jang said creating a feeling of com-
munity is part of the magic of libraries. 
“Library services are more than just 
about getting books these days, it’s 
about being able to interact with other 
community members and take advan-
tage of the things that the community 
has to offer,” said Jang. 
Although the anniversary initiative 
is almost over, there are plans to con-
tinue bringing the pop-up library to 
Wesburn Community Centre in the 
new year, starting again on the last 
Monday of January.
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By JESSICA PURVER
A
sian-inspired Hawaiian poke has quick-
ly become Vancouver’s newest fusion 
food trend. 
Poke (poke-AY), a seafood dish popu-
lar in Hawaii, is made up of fresh cubes of raw, 
marinated fish and topped with assorted veg-
etables and salad ingredients. 
Since July, five poke restaurants have 
popped up around the city, with more in the 
works. The Poke Shop, located on Water Street 
in Gastown, had its grand opening on Nov. 18. 
Chef and co-owner Brian Leung has 15 years 
experience in the industry. He believes that be-
cause of the recent demand for poke, his new 
restaurant was a perfect branch opportunity.
“I’ve made multiple trips to Hawaii and fig-
ured that Vancouver has a perfect market for 
it,” Leung said. “It’s fast, it’s easy, it’s healthy.”
The shop has a tropical feel and offers Ha-
waiian-style drinks and poke bowl toppings 
like macaroni salad and watermelon.
“[It’s] the sheer number of choices we offer,” 
Leung said. “All our toppings, our proteins as 
well, are different, they’re unique.”
Poke may be new to Vancouver, but it’s a fa-
miliar treat for Joey Dong, IT manager during 
the day and foodie by night. Dong was excited 
when poke shops opened up in the city.
“I’ve been to almost all of them,” he said. 
“Because I’ve been to Hawaii and I’ve had poke 
there and I loved it there, it’s cool to actually 
have it at home.”
For Dong, the Hawaiian connection is key. 
Along with poke, he believes other authentic 
Hawaiian food should be offered in the city. 
“My fear is that it’s going to get oversatu-
rated because right now it’s the “in” thing that 
everyone wants to have,” he said. “It would be 
good to get some more variety.”
Bao Down, run by Matthew Adolfo and Greg 
Edwards in Gastown, was one of the first pan-
Asian restaurants to serve poke in the city. 
They have now expanded to three locations, 
and serve loco moco and other Hawaiian cre-
ations.
By mixing local ingredients with traditional 
Asian techniques and flavours, they strive to 
come up with new ideas in an increasingly 
competitive market.
“It keeps up fresh all the time, which is 
good,” Adolfo said. “[That’s] why we’re doing 
what we’re doing.” 
Hawaiian food pokes interest
A dish from the tropical islands has found a home on Vancouver menus
JESSICA PURVER photo
A colourful poke bowl served at The Poke Shop, a shop that has only been open since mid November.
Furry critters are friends, not presents
Make money, 
not love at 
the office
Romantic relationships 
between coworkers can 
sometimes lead to ruined 
reputations and careers
By BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE 
Workplace romances and office hook-ups fuel intrigue in televi-sion and movies, but in real life 
workplace relationships, especially 
during the holiday season, can destroy 
reputations and careers.
A 2015 survey by CareerBuilder 
found that 37 per cent of workers have 
dated a co-worker at least once during 
their careers. In December, the oppor-
tunities for casual mingling increase 
with office parties and social gather-
ings, often over 
drinks. As alco-
hol reduces anxi-
eties, co-workers 
might get flirty 
and a shy new 
intern might find 
the courage to 
approach their 
office crush. 
Carey Mc-
Beth, a lifestyle 
and entertaining 
expert based in 
Vancouver ad-
vised to be careful.
“Your bosses are watching,” she 
said. “You don’t want to be the person 
who is hitting on everybody.”
The office party may not be the right 
time to explore a crush, either. “Be-
cause that basically becomes the next 
day’s office gossip,” she said.
Becoming the subject of office gossip 
can affect short and long-term career 
goals. 
“When it comes time for a promo-
tion, when it comes time for a referral 
from a past employee,” McBeth said. 
“Your behaviour not only in the office 
but outside of the office becomes very 
important.”  
Aaron Davis, a career coach for Ago-
ra Kaleidoscope, sees even harsher 
consequences to treating one’s reputa-
tion lightly.
“It’s not a se-
cret that even 
posts on Face-
book can lead to 
losing a job 
these days,” he 
said. 
They talk lot 
about the conse-
quences of so-
cializing at a lev-
el that isn’t 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
with the youth 
they coach, Da-
vis added.
Austyn King, 
a Langara stu-
dent who spends 
a lot of time at 
The Hub, thinks 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
should not 
threaten core 
friend-groups.
“It’s better to bring the person you 
are interested in into your friend-
group, rather than date someone al-
ready in your friend-group,” he said. To 
King, it’s insurance that the group 
stays intact.
To halt the potential of romances be-
tween co-workers, Davis has imple-
mented a zero-tolerance policy on all 
workplace relationships.
“It’s a time bomb,” he said. “Nothing 
destroys a team faster than a romantic 
relationship with somebody you work 
with.”
By EMELIE PEACOCK 
Putting a pet under the Christmas tree is a bad idea, according to Vancouver animal rights groups.
 Jodi Dunlop, BC SPCA Vancouver 
branch manager, said the amount of 
animals returned to SPCA shelters af-
ter the holidays has decreased in the 
past five years. Still, the SPCA and the 
Vancouver Humane Society advise 
against gifting a pet for Christmas. In-
stead, people should look into the many 
other options available.
Emily Pickett, program coordinator 
at the Vancouver Humane Society, said 
getting a pet is a decision all family 
members should be involved in, since 
Christmas for animals can be just as 
hard. 
“The holidays can certainly be very 
busy and stressful for us, let alone for 
an animal who’s been uprooted from a 
different environment and moved into 
a new one,” Pickett said. 
Catfé, Vancouver’s only cat cafe is a 
satellite adoption centre for the SPCA. 
Owner Michelle Furbacher hasn’t yet 
seen an increase in interest ahead of 
the holidays with adoptions remaining 
at five to seven cats per week. 
Furbacher said people need to meet 
a pet before adopting, as their person-
ality should fit to the animal. “I would 
never recommend giving a pet as a gift 
to someone who hasn’t met the pet, or 
who hasn’t met the animal, because 
raising a cat is a long term commit-
ment and you want to make sure that 
it’s a good match between the animal 
and the owner,” Furbacher said.  
For people unsure of what to give 
their animal lovers, there are many op-
tions. Donations are needed for the 109 
SPCA animals up for adoption in Van-
couver. Toys, as well as fruit and vege-
tables for smaller animals, are needed. 
Pickett said donations and volun-
teering are preferable to gifting pets. 
“Donate in their honour to the Vancou-
ver SPCA or the Vancouver Humane 
Society for example, or any other sort 
of animal charity that they’re interest-
ed in,” Pickett said. “Or you can maybe 
make a date to go and volunteer with 
them at one of those animal rescues or 
shelters.”  
Animal advocates warn 
against gifting pets during 
the holidays, as they are a 
longterm commitment
EMELIE PEACOCK photo
Gypsy is one of 109 animals at the Vancouver SPCA in 
need of a new home.
AUSTYN KING
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bosses are 
watching. 
You don’t 
want to be 
the person 
who is 
hitting on 
everybody
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OPINION
SIMRAN GILL 
Blame it on the rain
Returning pets a faux paw
Pets are not gifts. Every January, animal shelters receive an influx of abandoned pets that 
were unwanted Christmas presents. 
Pets are not toys to buy on a whim 
and dispose of carelessly when the 
novelty wears off. Please, do not 
surprise anyone with a pet as a gift. 
Adopting a pet is like adopting a 
child. When you 
bring them into 
your home, you 
become respon-
sible for their 
care and well 
being for their 
entire life. 
Adding another 
member to your 
family is not a 
decision to take 
lightly. 
Vancouver Humane Society 
suggests buying a toy pet instead. 
According to their website, buying a 
pet as a gift reinforces the idea that 
animals are disposable. Adding a pet 
to your home is a serious commit-
ment that should not be taken 
lightly. 
If you still want a pet, wait until 
January when the holiday festivities 
have slowed down. Your home will 
be more quiet and welcoming to 
your new friend, and you can rescue 
an abandoned pet from a shelter 
given as a careless gift to someone 
else. Vancouver is notoriously bad 
for pets and their owners. Speaking 
from experience, finding an apart-
ment that allows cats or dogs is very 
difficult. 
Finding a pet-friendly apartment 
in Vancouver is notoriously difficult. 
The Association of Renters guide 
estimates that only 15-20 per cent of 
apartments in downtown Vancouver 
allow pets. If you’re getting a pet for 
yourself or 
someone else, be 
sure their landlord 
allows pets.
When I was 
looking for an 
apartment in 
August, the vast 
majority of 
apartments for 
rent did not allow 
pets.
If you have to 
move in the near 
future, where will 
Fido go? Don’t 
send him back to 
the shelter. Don’t 
pick him up in the first place. Before 
you buy that adorable kitten or 
puppy, ask yourself: Am I prepared 
to be a pet parent? Can I afford to 
take care of it? Who will feed, walk, 
and play with it when I’m at work?
OPINION
LAUREN BOOTHBY
OPINION
KRISTYN  
ANTHONY
V
ancouverites have been endur-
ing the rain almost everyday for 
the past two months. With the 
recent time change the days 
have gotten shorter, and gloomier, with 
the sun beginning 
to set everyday 
around 4:30 p.m. 
It is proven 
that in most 
people, an 
absence of sun 
leads to feeling 
depressed and 
having a lack of 
motivation. 
When I look out 
the window 
every morning 
and it is grey and rainy, I find myself 
not wanting to leave the comfort of 
my warm bed.
 I am a person who loves soaking 
in the sun, and being outdoors when 
the weather is beautiful. One of the 
things that I despise most, is being 
cold, therefore when it comes to fall 
and winter, I am in complete 
hibernation mode. 
With the regular precipitation 
Raincouver has been facing, 
students can often struggle with 
finding the right gear that permits 
them to be on the constant go to and 
from school on transit while still 
remaining warm, dry, and comfort-
able. 
Many students don’t have a 
vehicle and are forced to commute 
in the rain. 
Fortunately for me, I don’t have to 
use public transit often but when I 
do there are key items I never leave 
home without. No matter what the 
weather looks like in the morning, I 
always carry a small, umbrella with 
me. Since we are living in one of the 
wettest cities in Canada it is almost 
inevitable that throughout each day 
we will see rainfall. 
Attending class regularly can be 
discouraging for students when the 
weather is rainy; generally, atten-
dance in classes begins to dwindle 
away during the colder months.
 I know when the weather is 
gloomy I have very little motivation 
to come to class, but with an umbrel-
la and hot chocolate in hand its’ 
easier to not let Vancouver’s wet 
weather put a damper on the day. 
VERONNICA MACKILLOP and CHANDLER WALTER comic
When an organizer of the annual Symphony of Fire fireworks exhibition coined 
Vancouver ‘No Fun City’ back in 
2000, it was a momentary quip with 
long lasting effects. 
 The nickname owes largely to strict, archaic 
liquor licensing 
laws that prohib-
ited unique 
pop-up events and 
restricted 
commonplace 
activities like 
having a beer on 
a patio past 
11p.m.
But, as chill and 
laid-back as we 
are, Vancouveri-
tes have not taken 
the critique lying 
down. And now as 
2016 comes to a 
close, I believe the 
city is pulling out 
all the holiday 
stops to draw 
visitors and locals 
alike to get out and 
prove the city is 
fun.
Enchant, the 
Christmas light 
maze is a new and 
improved Vancou-
ver Christmas 
Market and the 
Bloedel Conservatory’s Holiday 
Heights are both affordable outings, 
fun for a crew of friends, a romantic 
date or a family affair. 
I wasn’t here in 2000 when 
Vancouver was declared a void of 
good times, but in the decade since, 
I’ve made this city my home. I’ve 
watched as summer festivals have 
grown, food trucks revolutionized 
the farmer’s market experience and 
the craft beer boom ushered in more 
excuses for live music, or to hop on 
your bike.
It’s no secret that Vancouver is 
one of the most expensive places to 
live in Canada, and having fun here 
is often associated with leaving a 
Santa-sized dent in your wallet. But, 
no matter your budget, there’s a lot 
to go and see to get into the holiday 
spirit – something we could all use a 
little of as we prepare to say farewell 
to a tumultuous 2016.
So, who says we don’t know how 
to have fun?
“Pets are 
not toys 
to buy on 
a whim 
and dis-
pose of 
carelessly
LAUREN 
BOOTHBY
STUDENT
“Having 
fun here 
is often 
associ-
ated with 
leaving 
a Santa-
sized dent 
in your 
wallet
A no-fun 
city no 
longer
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JESSICA PURVER
A 
Vancouver couple found them-
selves in a rental nightmare 
this fall, as they struggled to 
navigate a market that has be-
come notoriously difficult for middle-
income households.
In August, Graham Ockley and Krys-
ten Neeson sensed they would soon be 
on the hunt for a new place to live when 
their roommate announced he had lost 
his job. Ockley and Neeson are both 
theatre technicians in their late twen-
ties, and they knew they couldn’t af-
ford to stay put without their room-
mate. 
They are not alone in their search 
for a place to live. To understand the 
challenges facing renters in Vancou-
ver, The Voice conducted an investiga-
tion into the tight market. On Nov. 2, 
reporters called 100 landlords and 
property managers with vacancies. 
The listings, mostly found on Craig-
slist, were available immediately or by 
Dec. 1.
Of these, 14 units were already rent-
ed and the landlords said interest was 
high as soon as the listings went live. 
The other two-thirds of the apartments 
were still available, but were expected 
to go fast. Despite Vancouver’s close to 
zero vacancy rate, about 10 per cent of 
the prospective landlords were moti-
vated and eager to close a deal.
For most renter-hopefuls, the search 
begins by determining where to live 
and what they want in a new home. 
Most people look at listings in local pa-
pers, online, or hunt for signs posted 
outside of available apartments. 
Ockley walked through their ideal 
neighbourhoods looking for vacancy 
signs but ultimately relied on Craig-
slist to find available apartments with 
amenities they desired. The couple’s 
main priorities were finding a pet-
friendly building with a dishwasher, in-
suite laundry and enough space for two 
— all for less than $1600 per month. 
“We’d find places, we’d go look at 
them and they are either small or they 
are basically a hole, or just not right,” 
Neeson said. 
They started viewing four to five 
apartments a week and checking 
Craigslist daily. Finding a pet-friendly 
apartment proved difficult, as Ockley 
estimated only about 10 per cent of 
available apartments would accept 
their cat. The Voice’s investigation 
found the same trend. 
The next issue was how crowded the 
market is. Neeson was shocked at how 
quickly some of the listings were rent-
ed out. One suite they looked at was off 
the market in under 40 minutes. 
“[Ockley] called them at 2 p.m., and 
they said [to] call back at 5 p.m. I called 
back at 5:40 p.m., and it was gone,” said 
Neeson.
The pair also had a viewing can-
celled when they were already in the 
car on the way there. They were told 
the suite was no longer available.
“One of the first showings we went 
to […] they post it on Thursday and 
showing is Saturday from noon to 2 
p.m.,” Ockley said. “There were proba-
bly 15 other people in the apartment 
with us in the five minutes we were 
looking at the place.”
Neeson also remembered that 
crowded showing, and the sheer num-
ber of other renters they were compet-
ing with for every listing.
“There’s so many people looking and 
not enough apartments for them,” Nee-
son said.  
Belinda Flynn and Trevor Farrell 
were also apartment hunting this fall. 
They had just moved to Vancouver 
from Ireland, and were looking for a 
furnished one-bedroom apartment for 
no more than $1,600 a month. Flynn 
and Farrell were able to find a place 
quickly and felt the process was easier 
than anticipated. However, they feel 
their success was partly due to their 
availability to search for homes full 
time. This is often not the case for Van-
couverites. 
Ockley and Neeson also have flexi-
ble schedules and were able visit plen-
ty of showings, but they became frus-
trated with the competition they had 
with services such as Airbnb.
“Basically one of the hardest things 
is just the lack of apartments and 
knowing that there’s so many that 
could be available, that aren’t,” Neeson 
said. “That are sitting there as assets, 
not houses.”
Speaking at a renters’ town hall in 
Kitsilano in October, Vancouver City 
Coun. Geoff Meggs outlined the mea-
sures the city has taken to increase the 
available market rental stock, namely 
Cutthroat rental market a grind 
Vancouver’s rental scene has left locals frustrated with the few options available to them
BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE photo
             Vancouver City Coun. Geoff Meggs speaking at a renters’ town hall 
in Kitsilano.
1	 In October 2015, 
the rental vacancy 
rate in Vancouver 
was 0.6 per cent.
2	 As of July 2016, 
there were 2,363 
secure market 
rental housing 
units under 
construction in 
Vancouver.
3	 The average rent 
for a two bedroom 
apartment in 
Vancouver was 
$1,643/month in 
October, 2015.
4	 As of October 2015, 
Vancouver had an 
estimated 26,001 
condos being 
rented.
5	 In 2011, 51 per 
cent of private 
households in 
Vancouver were 
rental households
Source: Vancouver.ca housing 
characteristics fact sheet
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by imposing an empty homes tax and 
reducing the number of short-term 
only rentals. 
“We have taken the position that a 
first home is a right, but a second home 
is a privilege,” Meggs said before a 
packed house. 
Meggs expects 2,000 homes to be-
come available once these measures 
take effect, which shoud offer some re-
lief to frustrated renters. Ockley and 
Neeson began their search with specif-
ic goals about space and location. But 
as their Nov. 1 deadline approached 
and the rejections piled up, they be-
came more open to compromise.
“When we first started, dishwasher 
and in-suite laundry were a must, and 
now it’s not,” Neeson said. “I’ll take 
anything that my cat can live in at this 
point.”
For them, one of the most frustrating 
things about the application process 
has been waiting to hear back from 
landlords. 
“I get [they] are getting 40 applica-
tions, but that means 39 people want to 
know whether they got the place,” Ock-
ley said. “[It’s] the least they could do, 
even if they copied and pasted ‘The 
apartment is rented’ to send to every-
one.”
At the same time, landlords also 
struggle with finding a tenant that 
meets their requirements. During The 
Voice’s investigation, which only in-
cluded ads that listed a contact phone 
number, one reporter received numer-
ous follow up calls from an eager land-
lord who felt she had found a good fit.
This landlord not only heavily pro-
moted the apartment’s location and 
features over the phone, but repeatedly 
contacted the reporter throughout the 
following week to schedule a viewing. 
Some landlords also offered to bend 
the rules on pet allowances, while oth-
ers indicated their decisions would be 
based on credit checks or income. Ock-
ley also noticed some bias in one bed-
room listings toward two tenants.
“I’ve seen a couple postings that 
have said ‘Couples preferred,’” Ockley 
said. 
He and Neeson also wish landlords 
looked at more than the basic informa-
tion on a rental application, because it’s 
hard to swallow being rejected based 
on a page of data. 
“How do you know who you want 
your tenant to be off of this piece of pa-
per?” said Neeson. “The only way I can 
think of to [up your chances] is to have 
a bigger number in your income box, 
which would be a lie.” 
The Voice contacted the landlord of a 
West End apartment who had just rent-
ed out an advertised suite, and was 
sympathetic toward renters.
“I think it’s a really tight market 
right now,” she said. “Good luck with 
your search.”
After several tense weeks of rejec-
tions, Ockley and Neeson found a unit 
they were interested in near Commer-
cial Drive and were thrilled when their 
application was accepted. 
Though they got lucky in the end, 
Neeson has had her fill of apartment 
hunting. 
“I want off of this housing roller-
coaster, please.”
CHECK OUT TOMORROW’S PAPER FOR MORE 
JESSICA PURVER photo
 Renters Krysten Neeson and Graham Ockley finally found a place to live after weeks of stress.
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Support for pro Fustal team growing
Football fans 
ignore B.C. 
Lions’ roar
By TANNER BOKOR
Mark Cuban, the Richmond Olympic Oval, and FIFA have one thing in common: they’re 
all part of the growing sport of futsal.
Futsal is a sport similar to soccer 
that is played indoors, but uses a small-
er court, net, and ball. 
The sport emerged in the 1930’s in 
Uruguay as a recreational game to be 
played during rainy days at local 
YMCAs. 
The sport has been growing in popu-
larity on a global scale, most recently 
with the FIFA Futsal World Cup being 
held in Columbia this past September.
Alexander Elliott and Michael 
D’Agostino, co-founders of the Vancou-
ver Futsal Association, hatched the 
idea to bring futsal to the west coast of 
Canada after playing professionally in 
Germany six years ago, and launched 
the league officially in 2010.
“Given the weather out west and the 
technical benefits that it has to players, 
we had some immediate interest as to 
find ways to get youth more involved in 
the sport,” said Elliott, who is also the 
men’s soccer head coach at Quest Uni-
versity in Squamish.
Elliot says that futsal helps build 
skills not only for futsal die-hards, but 
helps supplement building skills for 
soccer players.
“It’s about technical ability in tight 
areas,” said Elliot. 
“The game makes you think really 
quickly, and forces you to be creative in 
tight spaces.”
Peter Lonergan, marketing and com-
munications officer with B.C. Soccer, 
says that futsal is a more popular sport 
elsewhere in Canada.
“From a futsal standpoint, back east, 
due to weather and available facilities, 
it’s a lot more prevalent, I’d say,” said 
Lonergan. 
The Vancouver fustal scene may be 
receiving a major boost thanks in part 
to a new pro league started in the U.S.
Rumors of a Professional Fustal 
League team in Vancouver have been 
swirling in recent years. 
The league, with U.S. billionaire 
Mark Cuban on its growing leadership 
team, plans to officially launch in 2017, 
but there has yet to be confirmation of 
a local team here in Vancouver.
Elliot says that while the enthusiasm 
for the growing sport is strong in Van-
couver, there’s still a ways to go before 
the city can support a professional lev-
el team.
“It’s a bit of jump to say that the mar-
ket of Vancouver is ready to go get 
thousands of people to watch a futsal 
game, while we’re still building support 
for the sport at a grassroots level,” said 
Elliot.
Danger no deterrent for some
Attendance for football 
games in Vancouver dwin-
dling, while Whitecaps 
numbers going up
By STUART NEATBY
The Grey Cup season wrapped up Sunday, and some CFL fans in Van-couver feel like their home-team 
might be losing some of their audience 
to another BC Place favourite.
Attendance for BC Lions games, at 
an average of just over 21 thousand 
people in attendance, was down during 
the 2016 season. Although this was 
slightly lower than the 2015 average, it 
was a far cry from the over 28 thousand 
average of the 2014 season. 
Aftab Hadi, owner of Robson Sports, 
an apparel shop, said that he had seen 
a sizable decline in sales of BC Lions 
jerseys and apparel over the last two 
years. During the same time, he has 
noticed an upswing in sales of Vancou-
ver Whitecaps apparel. 
“[They are] almost the same people 
because people are looking for some 
entertainment. They need some thrills, 
some excitement, some game. So of 
course they are moving to the White-
caps,” he said.
Reid Anderson, a casual Lions fan, 
said that he believed the Lions man-
agement had an “arrogant attitude” 
towards its fanbase.
“I think that the Lions’ price point is 
too high. For the entertainment value, I 
think that the Whitecaps deliver a sim-
ilar experience for less money,” he 
said, while watching Sunday night’s fi-
nal at the Red Card Sports Bar, a down-
town sports bar.
The Vancouver Whitecaps average 
attendance increased in 2016 to over 22 
thousand people, up from 1,822 in 2015, 
according to Nathan Vanstone, a 
spokesperson for the team. Whitecaps 
tickets can be purchased for as low as 
$15.
Jamie Cartmell, the director of com-
munications for the BC Lions, said it 
was difficult to pinpoint why atten-
dance for the team had diminished. He 
pointed to a growing number of Cana-
dian football fans that have chosen to 
forego BC Place ticket prices in order 
to watch at home. 
“I don’t think there’s any one clear 
reason why attendance has 
declined,”he said. “Right now, we’re 
the only real winning team that this 
city has.”
Vancouver could score a 
professional Futsal team 
to play in a new U.S. 
league starting next year.
TANNER BOKOR photo
Joggers run past the Richmond Olympic Oval, the site 
of Vancouver Futsal Association tournaments.
By SEAN HITREC
J
ack Stevenson, a first-year kine-
siology student at Langara, 
doesn’t mind snowboarding off of 
the groomed path in search of ex-
citement, despite the safety warnings.
Stevenson isn’t alone. Every snow 
season, people on the North Shore 
mountains go off trail in search of ex-
citement and fresh powder. 
Not everyone has been as lucky as 
Stevenson, and even he has had his 
share of close calls. 
On one boarding trip, Stevenson fell 
into a tree well, a pocket at the bottom 
of a tree where the snow hasn’t fallen.
“It’s a little disconcerting. It’s pretty 
scary, but there is usually always a 
friend around,” Stevenson said. 
“There’s definitely a feeling of help-
lessness though.”. 
Despite this, he still goes out of 
bounds sometimes when snowboard-
ing.
“It wasn’t enough to totally scare me 
off, I guess,” Stevenson said.
Mike Danks, team leader of the vol-
unteer run operation, North Shore Res-
cue, said that the risk is not worth it.
“I think the big draw for people is 
fresh, untracked powder and, just on 
the other side of the boundary line,” he 
said.
“It’s this pure clean snow and they 
think, oh, I’ll just zip out there and do a 
quick run and I’ll get back in bounds re-
ally easily,” Danks said. 
“Unfortunately, on all three of the lo-
cal mountains, that’s not the case.”
Danks said the out of bounds terrain 
is unpatrolled, at risk of avalanche, and 
full of “traps.” 
Danks referred to a story about a 
snowboarder who was missing for 
days.
“We had a very high profile out of 
bounds snowboarder named Sebastien 
Boucher,” he said,
 “He was lost for three days during a 
very severe winter storm. He was in-
credibly lucky to have survived,” 
Danks said.
Bradley Wing, first-year computer 
science student, said that he never 
goes out of bounds.
“I hear what happens in the news if 
you go out of bounds and I don’t want 
that to happen to me or my family,” 
Wing said.
SUBMITTED photo
A North Shore Rescue helicopter touches down in Suicide Gully on Mt. Seymour, where many people frequently tend to go out of bounds. 
Things can go wrong quickly when adventurers head out of bounds
1	 If you get lost or 
trapped out of 
bounds, stay where 
you are.
2	 Build a shelter to 
protect yourself 
from weather while 
still being visible to 
searchers.
3	 Broadcast your 
location with a fire 
or a whistle.
Source: northshorerescue.com
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BC Place is hated by some fans be-
cause of high food and beer prices.
